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 División Azul

~ Crusade in Russia ~

By Santiago Fuertes

The Latin Generals 2003

From: Oberkommando der  Werhmacht, Berlin, Sept. 1941.

To: Feldsmarschal  der 250 Infanterie Division ‘’Blau Division’’.

Welcomed to the Werhmacht General. I hope that you and your soldiers will show us their supposed good warfare skills adquired in Grafenwörh, here, in the Eastern Front. Let me say that the Eastern Front is extremely hard, the terrain is bad, without paved roads in the most of the cases, and the enemy knows how to exploit that conditions. In the other hand, the Bolsheviks are defending his motherland, so they will resist until the last man, before to withdraw their forces... Your way to the victory, to Leningrad, won’t be easy. The Oberkommando have prepared some special instructions for you –as the General of the 250th Infanterie Division- about the war in Russia in this readme, with some useful advices.
Introduction
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On June 22, 1941 Germany crossed the border into the Soviet Union marking the beginning of Operation Barbarossa and the eastern front campaign. That same year Spain’s fascist Nationalists (Falangistas) won the Spanish civil war against the Loyalists (Communists) after a long and bitter struggle that began in 1936 and is considered by many historians a s the prelude to World War II. Germany provided military assistance to Spain’s Nationalists through the Condor Legion that utilized aircraft for bombing and the development of new tactics that would later be utilized in the Blitzkrieg. 

Spain, under the leadership of Caudillo (Leader) Generalissimo Francisco Franco was in no position to fully enter World War II as a “full time” partner of the Axis. Spain did not posses the economic status to fully commit to the Axis effort at the time Hitler and Franco met on the border of France. In the Ministry of Exterior Affairs building in Madrid, Secretary Serrano Suñer proclaimed in the balcony of the building “iRusia es culpable!" (Russia is Guilty!) Spanish Nationalist saw a chance to punish Russia for their intervention during the civil war in providing Russian equipment and advisors to the Loyalists. It also served as a stopgap measure to ease Adolf Hitler regarding Spain’s commitment to the war effort. 

After a brief recruitment effort Nationalist members signed up for a new Spanish Foreign Division that was to serve on the eastern front under the command of the Wehrmacht but with Spanish officers. This new division was known as La Division Azul de Voluntarios Españoles due to the fact that its members wore underneath their uniforms blue shirts of the Falangist movement. It was later re-designated 250th Division Infanterie on September 1941 and assigned to Army Group North. 

The birth of the Spanish Blue Division came as a desperate political move to appease the Germans in a time were alliances in Europe meant the disappearances and destruction of entire nations. The Blue Division volunteers were only destined to learn first hand the horrors of combat on the eastern front, far removed from the political games the Spanish government was playing. 

The campaign
The campaign consists of 7 scenarios, in wich you will manage the actions of the Spanish Blue Division along their battles in the Eastern Front. This is a lineal campaign, however the end of the campaign will depend of your actions in the important battle of Krasny Bor... 
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	#
	Scenario
	Map

	1
	Volkhov River
	Volkhov (508)

	2
	Possad 
	Possad (510)

	3
	Possad Retreat
	Possad (510)

	4
	Volkhov Pocket
	Kalatch 

	5
	Krasny Bor
	Krasny Bor (505)

	6
	Kolpino – Pulkovo Airport
	Kolpino (511)

	7
	Leningrad Assault - 1943
	Leningrad Summer (507)


The Setup of the Campaign
Unzip the file English_Campaign.zip into your main scenario folder, usually c:\panzer2\scenario, and then, unzip the file Efile.zip into your main game folder, usually c:\panzer2, and read the next tips.
Requeriments.
· ‘’G’’ Patch. This campaign uses the lastests AdlerKorps beta Efile, wich has most than 2000 units. You need this match for run that efile. Get that match from; http://es.geocities.com/latingenerals/ or from http://go.to/panzergeneral2 .
· The last Datup from Builders Paradise. Unzip that file into your main Pg2 folder, usually c:\panzer2. Get it from (equipment section) http://www.strategyplanet.com/panzergeneral/PG2Main_news.html
· Maps; You need the next maps, that you could donwload from the next sites; http://es.geocities.com/latingenerals/ (mapas section) or from http://go.to/panzergeneral2 , or from ; http://www.strategyplanet.com/panzergeneral/PG2Main_news.html
The maps needed are the next;
Volkhov, Possad, Krasny Bor, Kolpino, Leningrad Summer, Kalatch 
SMACKs

The campaign uses smack secuences, you can play without that smacks, but the smacks are good  in order to make more enjoyable the campaign, you need to install firstly the patch for doesn’t need the CD. You can download it from;

http://es.geocities.com/latingenerals/
or from;
http://www.medio.mh.se/~vonadler/pg2/
This campaign uses the smack named as; ‘’Division Azul Intro’’

The Eastern Front; Some advices about the War in Rusia. 
· Firstly, I would like to talk about the terrain (again). Fortunately we are near of Leningrad, and sort of we must see some paved roads and eventualy an Highway (Leningrad – Moscow Highway). However, in your firsts actions along the Volkhov river you won’t see any paved road, the swamps, the rivers, and the forests will be the main sight of your movements.  So, beware!, the Russians know how to use the terrain in his own profit, take care with the enemy ambush, a unit could be easily eliminated in the difficult North-Russian soil. 

· Our supply lines are long, and sometimes unsafety, this means that surely you won’t receive supplies with too much regularity (prestige between turns will be low). Withdraw your damaged units from the front lines, otherwise they will be destroyed by the Soviets!, it’s better mantain old and experienced units than purchase newbie units. 
· The Russian Winter is extremely and incredibly BAD, the rivers will go freezed, and they could be crossed by infantry troops, trucks… and tanks like T-34s, so, beware if you use them as deffensive obstacles!, also take care of possible surpresive Soviet attacks by the back of our troops. Of course, we could cross the freezed rivers too.  
· The Soviets haven’t good quality tanks in the first months of the war, they only have little BT-5 and other similar tanks, that aren’t a rival for our Panzers, in the other hand, the little Soviet tanks are really good agaisnt the infantry, also, the enemy have really good AT units, take care with the Panzer units when you move them. Is supposed that the Soviets will deploy T-34 and KV tanks in the coming months.
· The Soviet Artillery units are really GOOD, locate the enemy artillery units and destroy them befote they could make losses into our troops!, and then make the main move of the troops without the danger of the Bolshevik artillery fire. 
· Note that the enemy sometimes will be outnumbering us, however the standard German units have an higher quality (in the first months of Barbarossa), make good use of our supposed higher quality!. 
Internet References
http://www.balagan.org.uk/war/1939/index.htm
http://www.europa1939.com/ww2/1939/index.html
http://www.feldgrau.com/
http://www.wwiidaybyday.com/
http://www.eliteforces.freewire.co.uk/
http://www.exordio.com/1939-1945/frameset.html
http://www.skalman.nu/third-reich/index.htm
http://www.lenbat.narod.ru/index.html
http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/town/avenue/vy75/
Finally...

This files are FREE, I made it only for fun. I hope you take fun too playing it (.

Please, I would like if you email me, I'll know about if you enjoy the campaign, or if not. The LatinGenerals logo is property of the LatinGenerals webmasters, and nobody is allowed to use it.

The author is not responsible from any bad use or damaged caused by this files.

I haven’t any political interest with this campaign, wich is only made for historical and fun purposes for Panzer General 2.
Special Thanks
Without the help of the next persons this campaign couldn’t be finished;

· Leonid Usachev, who sent me valuable information about the Soviet Army, including many information about the various Soviet units. Visit his web and download the Krasny Bor scenario using the Leon Efile at; http://leonpg2.bip.ru/
· Toliy, who sent me really good information and interesting maps wich helped me a lot. Visit also his web; http://staff.washington.edu/toliy/panzer/
· Paco Canales, who sent me all the audio-visual elements of the campaign, and some items who inspired me for the making of the campaign.
Come to Latin Generals for get the last updates of this campaign and many more for Panzer General 2!.
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http://es.geocities.com/latingenerals/
If you have any doubt or sugerence, write me to fuertesbermudez@yahoo.es
¡Buena suerte General!
Santiago Fuertes,

November, 2003

