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· History

The mission to liberate Czechoslovakia fell on the soldiers of 1st, 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian front. Because of the successful advance of the 2nd Ukrainian front to the rear of German Carpathian group, there was a possibility to begin liberating Slovakia without crossing East Carpathian Mountains and without assaulting the enemy from the east. So, on 26th August, soviet headquarters ordered 4th Ukrainian front to put off prepared operation and go to defense. But the situation changed soon. The uprising began in Slovakia. On 31st August, Czechoslovak ambassador in the Soviet Union asked Soviet government to give military help to Slovak people.

When the commander of the 1st Ukrainian front got acquainted with situation, he said that in the case of Soviet attack to the west, the 1st and 2nd Slovak divisions, placed on the Slovak-Polish border, could attack towards Red Army, heading for Krosno.

The armies of the 1st and 2nd Ukrainian front took part in many battles during the summer, where they took big casualties, so they needed rest and replacements. But the situation required immediate action. So, on 4th September, the commander of the 1st Ukrainian front gave over the direction to perform the operation. According to his orders, the 38th Army (reinforced by 25th tank, 1st Guard Cavalry and 1st Czechoslovak corpses) was to attack from the area of Krosno, break through enemy defense in 8 kilometers wide sector and destroy his opposing forces. Then, it was to expand the attack towards Prešov, get to Slovakia and join with rebels.

The army led the main attack along the road from Krosno through the town of Dukla to the Dukla pass. This was the shortest way to Slovakia. By taking the pass, important communications would be controlled and the armies would penetrate to south slopes of the Carpathian Mountains, what would make cutting main roads for the German 1st tank army possible.

The operation was to be realized to the depth of 90-95 kilometers and take five days. This was caused by Soviet command’s effort to quickly help the rebels, who began armed fight against Germans. In planning the operation, it was counted upon the attack of the 1st and 2nd division of East Slovak corps and partisan formations, led towards 38th army from the area of Stropkov, which was to help Soviet armies to cross mountain passes. 

The attack of 1st and 4th Ukrainian front proceeded in the narrow sector at first, but then its width extended to couple of hundreds kilometers, so it gained a big strategic importance. It covered up two operations, named according to important cities in the areas – Dukla and Užhorod. The most important part was Duklian one.

It began on 8th September 1944 in the morning. After artillery prepare fire and air strikes, the main forces of 38th army penetrated enemy defense in 12 kilometers wide sector and advanced 12 kilometers during a day. But the German command transferred another three divisions (2 of them were tank divisions) and various independent formations to the break-through. The fight began to be long and even putting 25th tank, 1st Guard Cavalry and 1st Czechoslovak corpses to attack didn’t change the situation very much.

The Dukla Pass was finally occupied on 6th October 1944 by the troops from the 1st Czechoslovak corps.

The whole east carpathian operation was ended on 28th October. During the operation, one whole German division was destroyed and 50-75% casualties were inflicted to another five divisions. Red Army captured 31 360 German soldiers, 912 guns and 40 tanks. Germans were forced to transfer 15 divisions from another sectors of eastern front. They also lost important strategic line – Eastern Carpathians.

Red Army lost 21 000 dead and 89 000 wounded soldiers.

Taken from the book: History of the World War II 1939-1945, volume 9 by Ministry of Defense of the Soviet Union, 1978; translated by me

· Requirements

This scenario is designed for the Adlerkorps ver.2.22 equipment file (it WILL work with the newer one). If you don‘t have it, you can get it here:

· Adlerkorps e-file
·     You will need my Dukla map as well. It’s available on my site (

 







http://leosabsatz.web.worldonline.cz/
    Note: This scenario is intended to be played as multi-player. The AI can be beaten quite easily for both sides.
· Archive

Except of this document it contains these files:

· 

Dukla10.scn
· 

Dukla10.txt

scenario files

· 

Dukla10i.txt

· 

Dukla.jpg


forces and reinforcements overview

First three files should be placed in SCENARIO directory in your main PG2 folder. With the rest, you can do whatever you want. 

· Scenario objectives
· 

In order to win, Russian player must take the cities of Krosno, Zmigrod and Dukla and the pass. German player must hold the pass and capture the northern-most Russian v-hex/supply hex. 
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