
PeeterUde:wefoundasignal

sourcethatinterferedwiththe

summerwreckresearch

BySanderPunamäeinPostimees2021-09-29

UnderwaterlighthousenexttothewreckofEstonia.PHOTO:Screenshotofthevideo

HydrographerPeeterUde,whocametolookforobjectsaroundthewreck

ofEstonia,hasnotyetfoundtheseacontainershethoughtwere

there. However,underhiscontrol,theunderwaterrobotcollidedwiththree

strangemetalstructures,attheendofwhich,accordingtothemonitor's

eye,thereappearedasmallwirecoverresemblingalighthousetower.

Theyarelocatedabout100metersnorthofthewreck. Itisclearthattheseare

objectsthathavebeenobtainedbyahumanhand-justthekindthattheleaderofthe

expeditionMargusKurm promisedtolookforandthenexplore. Inorderto

understandwhetheranyofthem mayberelatedtothedeathofEstonia.

"Idon'tknowwhatthesethingsare,"saidMargusKurm,"askPeeterUde." According

tothehydrographerPeeterUde(pictured)senttotheexpeditionshipbyhisrelatives,



theseareunderwaterlighthouses,whichwereprobablytransportedtherewhen

Estoniawaswantedtobecoveredwithconcretebasedontheargumentof

protectingthegrave. However,itwasleftoutduetostrongoppositionfrom loved

ones.

Simplifynavigation

"InEnglishtheyarecalled Beacon 'iteks,"saidUde. Accordingtohim,thesedevices

makeiteasiertotransportunderwaterrobotsinthearea. Namely,theseare

underwaterbeaconsforunderwaterprecisionwork:justasGPSsatellitesemit

frequenciestonavigateinthiscontext,thesamecanbedonewithsoundsources

whosegeometricpositionsareknown. "Thesearejustdevicesthatmakenavigating

anunderwaterroboteasier,"saidUde.
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“Wefoundasignalsourcethatinterferedwiththesummerwrecksurveys”

Inhisopinion,theyhavebeeninstallednexttothewreckinordertobeableto

monitoritsmeasurement. "Sincethewreckisonahillside,sinkinginthemeantime

andtherearealsosignsoffatigue,itislikelythatsomeonehasputthelighthouses

ontomakethesurveyeasier,"hesaid.
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HydrographerPeeterUdebelievesthatthelighthousesfoundaredesignedto

facilitatethenavigationofthesubmarinerobot. PHOTO:PHOTO:MadisVeltman

Itisclearthatsuchtechnicalgadgetscostalot,andthequestionarisesastowhy

someonehasleftthem ontheseabed. "Sothatthelocationisfixedandnoerrors

occurduringthenewinstallation,theyhavebeenleftinplace,"saidUde,whowas

alsoonboardtheresearchshipinthesummerwhentheexpeditionwasledbythe

safetyinvestigationcenter. Atthattime,alotofmysterywascausedbysome

mysterioussignalthatinterferedwiththesonarexplorationofthewreckandits

surroundings.

Udebelieveshehasnowfoundthesourceofthissignal. "Consideringwherethe

noisecamefrom atthetime,therewasa90percentchancethatthesebeaconshad

stayedonandwereworkingwhileweweretryingtotakeapicture,"Udesuggested,

addingthatturningthebeaconsonandoffwasfrom aremotecontrol,sotospeak.

perhapsitcanalsobedonefrom agreaterdistance.

Changingsignals

Askedwherethedevicesbroughttotheseabeddecadesagogettheirenergy,Ude

answeredthatthisisthemostmysticalnuanceofthestory. "Whattriggeredthem

then?" Thatiswhytheystartedourworkatthattimeandinterferedwithourwork,

theycan'tanswernow,"hesaid. Becausethesedevicesinterferedwiththework,Ude

considersitpossible,becauseatthattimehesawnoiseonthescreens,whichwas



sometimeschanging. "Itisthepurposeofthesedevicesthatthesignalssentare

different. Thisgivesanopportunitytocalculatethelocationbetweenthem,"saidUde.
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DiverKaidoPeremees,whotookpartinthesummerinvestigationsoftheSafety

InvestigationCenter,alsosuggestedthatthesemaybeunderwaterlighthouses. "Itis

anagingsystem,whichisreplacedbynewerandlighteronestoday. Itcanbe

assumed-Iemphasize,assume-thatthislighthousewentoutduetothecold,for

example,whenthebatteriesdied,andtheywerenotsearchedfor,"saidtheHost.



Yesterday,workcontinuedontheresearchshipRSSentinel. Asvisibilityatadepthof

70-80metersisratherpoorduetotheseason,yesterdaywasrelativelysimilartothe

daybeforeyesterday:againwewenttoinvestigatetheinjuriesontherightsideofthe

wreck. Then,undertheleadershipofUde,theobjectsfoundinthevicinityofthe

wreckwithamulti-rayradarwerere-examined. Sofar,variousshipparts,liferaft

covers,moorings,boxesandmorehavebeenfoundinthevicinityofthewreck.

OJKequipmentatthewreckinEstonia

Itisknownthatthissummeraresearchteam ledbytheSafetyInvestigationCenter

(OJK)installedaseabedcurrentmeterattheEstoniasite. However,thefiguresin

thisarticlecannotbeinstalledinOJK,asthecurrentmeterisafloatanchoredtothe

bottom,floatingfourmetersabovethebottom andfurtherawayfrom the

vessel. Thus,theso-calledlighthousesunderstudyarecertainlysomethingelse.


