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Turkey was one of the Central Powers in World War I. It joined the Central Powers late 1914 to late 1918. Its soldiers fought in modern Iraq, in Palestine, in the Caucasus and at Gallipoli. Like Germany it had to surrender in 1918 and had to abandon large parts of their empires. But conflicts did not end by that. Greek forces invaded Turkey and the situation looked hopeless. But under the driven leadership of the hero of Gallipoli, Ataturk, the Turks found themselves again and drove the Greeks back. He made many reforms, including abandon the Arab language and use the modern Turkish language based on Latin characters. Turkey lived in peace in the Interbellum.
In 1933 Hitler assumes total control of Germany and not much later re-armament begins. As old brother-in-arms, friendship pacts are signed. Resources are being distributed in change for military support. In the 1930-ies, the re-armament of Turkey begins. 
In the 1938, tensions in Europe arise as Germany takes control of Austria and parts of Czechoslovakia, a year later followed by the all of Czechia. In 1939 World War II starts, and Germany is in war with Poland, France, and the United Kingdom. Relations between Turkey and Germany are increased and more and more modernisations in the Turkish armed forces are implemented. 
Training at Fethiye (1939):

Due to the secret German support to Turkey, Germany has secretly sent the 7th Infantry Division, for training of both themselves as Turkish armed forces, to Turkey. At the port of Fethiye in southern Turkey a training battle is being organized. The player’s Turkish 5th Infantry Division will form the Turkish part in this exercise. 
In the spring of 1940 Germany has overrun Poland, Denmark and Norway. France and the UK are impressed and do not effectively mount a counterattack except for small contingents in Norway. But in May 1940 Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg are taken as well as northern France, and many Allies forces are captured. In June, Germany forced the French to surrender and weeks later the German Air Force mounts a air campaign above England. Germany is once again a huge power. Germany was succesfull due to their tactics with concentrated attacks with motorized infantry and tanks. 
Training at Izmir (1940):
Germany has once again sent a unit for training. This time it is the 166th Division. The player’s 5th Infantry Division will be transformed into a Motorized Infantry/Armoured Division. Germany has sent trucks to motorize the Division’s Infantry and Artillery. 
Germany has not yet forced the UK to surrender, but has been active on other fronts. A German Expeditionary Corps, named the Africa Corps under General Rommel, has been sent to northern Africa to assist the Italians in their struggle against the UK. In the mean while the UK takes control of Vichy held territories in the Middle-East in fear of a German and possible Turkish intervention. Italian forces were driven back in Greece and Albania. Yugoslavia is victim of a coup and due to these two reasons Greece and Yugoslavia are being taken by Germany. Germany wants their flank to be secured when it’s campaign against Russia starts. Turkey was almost moved to join the Axis, but the fear for war with Russia without German support still rules the public opinion in Turkey. But in June 1941, Germany attacks Russia and the UK is being attacked in North-Africa. Turkey joins the Axis and declares war against Russia. Russian authorities want the UK also to declare war on Turkey, but the UK needs more time.  
First Battle for Batumi (1941):

A state of war exists between Turkey and Russia. The Turkish Army is divided into 3 army groups. One is stationed in the interior to keep an eye on the coasts and watch the Kurds minority. One is placed at the Syrian and Iraqi border, as a declaration of war of the UK is expected. The third one has been placed along the Russian border in the Caucasus. This army group is the largest of the three. This last one will start the opening move against the port of Batumi at the Black Sea coast. The player’s 5th Division plays an important role in the battle ahead and will prove to be decisive. 
Batumi has been captured, but Turkey has not got the power to make a move like the German attack. Turkish forces lack modern equipment, although much is being sent by Germany, and other resources. Positions north-east of Batumi are being taken and a defensive winter line is prepared. More to the south the assault towards Jerevan has not proven to be successful. The outer city borders were reached when winter set in. 
The UK has declared war on Turkey also and has no high believe of Turkish military effectiveness. Only Colonial Divisions are placed at the borders, when Turkish forces attack. The British are overwhelmed and pull back. Aleppo is being taken without resistance. A British and the 3rd South African Divisions are brought in and form a lone from the coast north of Beirut towards Damascus in the east.
Damascus (1941):
The player’s 5th Division has been transported from the Caucasus/Russian front towards the British front. The British are under prepared, but locals all over the Middle-East are joining the British in fear of another Turkish rule in their home countries. Damascus will be cut off, with a fanatical Free French garrison defending it to the last drop of blood they possess. 
The British line from the coast at Beirut towards Damascus has been broken near Damascus. Damascus is besieged by a Turkish division. The British have now only a narrow salient as Turkish forces have positions in the mountains east of Beirut. The danger of being cut of from Palestine in the south is large. 
Beirut (1941):

The British salient at Beirut will be cut off from Palestine in the south. The British are supported by Free French Marines and Arab regiments. While a Turkish Army pins the British north and north-east of Beirut, the player’s 5th Division will make a move towards the coast from the mountains in the east. This way is Beirut cut off. But the British still hold the port of Beirut itself and another Dunkirk is coming up. The British will retreat to the port to escape. The player’s 5th Division will capture the city before many British can escape. 
The Allies have suffered a major blow in the Middle-East. Lebanon is lost and many forces have been captured by the Turks. The Turks rush south and capture Palestine with minimal resistance except for local Arab militia. The British have sent reinforcements from the North-African theatre to make a defensive line at Gaza and El Arish. The Turkish advance stops for now as supply lines are exhausted. Slowly an advance into Egypt is planned. 
While the build-up for an advance into Egypt is going on in southern Palestine, an Axis meeting in Rome has decided to invade the island of Cyprus. This island has been the base of British bombers which are destroying the Turkish infrastructure and bomb troops. The Turkish Air Force is too weak to, besides combat support at the various fronts, also to intercept British bombers. The Italian-German landing will be executed at the western coast of Cyprus. A Turkish landing will be made at the eastern shores.
Cyprus (1941):

The Turkish landing is planned into three phases. First Assault Troops will storm the beaches and make a small bridgehead at the beaches. Then the player’s 5th Division will come ashore and together they will break out and capture the ports and race to the capital. The capital of Nicosia is a prestige object for the Axis. If the player’s is quickly the Turks can win the race.
An invasion of Egypt was planned in December 1941, but the Russian/Caucasus front prevented that. The Germans were close to capturing Moscow, but a huge Russian counteroffensive has thrown them back. This counteroffensive was later on committed on the entire front, thus also at the Turkish front. The Second Battle for Batumi begins and the Turkish forces are astonished to see that the Russians recovered so soon after the disasters in the summer. Turkish forces can hold the line for some days, but the Russian pressure was immense and the Turkish Divisions pulled back to Batumi and formed a new line, but this one was broken in two days, and the Turks pulled back to the Coruh river, leaving some troops at Batumi itself behind Russian lines to hold the port. 
The build-up for an advance into Egypt is broken off and many troops are sent to the Caucasus front. The player’s 5th Division is also being sent to the front at Batumi. But the Russian offensive is exhausted and is refitting for resuming it, while in the meantime Russian armies land at the coast of the Crimea and on the northern Turkish coast near Trabson. 
Trabson (1942):

The Russians have begun an amphibious assault near Trabson to cut off Turkish supply lines going east towards Batumi. The player’s 5th Division is not far away and is the only mobile force in the area so it’s been sent to drive the Russians back into the sea. Reinforcements are sent to Trabson. U-Boats and aircraft have also been sent to Trabson. The player’s 5th Division will be decisive in the battle. 
The invasion at Trabson has been repulsed with great success. All forces in the area can be used at the Batumi front. Batumi remains isolated and is reinforced and supplied by sea. New reinforcements are being sent and the player’s 5th Division is also present.

Third Battle of Batumi (1942):

With the Russians putting together their remaining forces for a last storm in a hope to break through finally and capture Batumi, the Russians attack again. But this time Turkey has more and better units at the front. The Russian offensive will be stopped at the Coruh River and the Russian defeat is so complete that Turkish forces cross this river and join forces coming from Batumi and with Batumi relieved and Russian resistance blown away, Turkish forces march into the plains of Georgia. The player’s 5th Division will play a large role in this battle.
Georgia is being taken. Turkish Cavalry and the mobile player’s 5th Division are the spearheads of the advance. Russian resistance continues to stiffen south of Suchumi at the coast and in the pass leading to Tblisi, a major communication centre and of huge importance. 
German forces in the south of Russia have broken through. The Don River is being crossed, and Rostov has been taken. German forces role forwards towards the Caucasus Mountains and Stalingrad. Russian forces in the south are being threatened by Germans in the north and Turks in the south.
Tblisi (1942):

While a stalemate has been formed by Russians and Turks south of Suchumi, near Tblisi the player’s 5th Division attacks to capture Tblisi while the Russians are still not reorganized. The player will break through, capture Tblisi and take control of the military roads and passes through the Caucasus Mountains north and east of Tblisi. 
Turkish forces are exhausted after the long advance. They lack enough manpower to hold a integer line. The situation for the Russians is terrible. Germans are advancing north of the Caucasus and cannot be stopped, only slowed down, and the Turks advance south of the Caucasus and have captured Tblisi and communications have been severed. The Russians have reorganized and have pulled together their last division still in the area for a counterattack on Tblisi.

Defense of Tblisi (1942):
The Russians have prepared a counterattack. Turkish lines are weak and the player’s 5th Division is scattered over the area. The Russians attack are various places, they even dropped a parachute Division and use Commando forces. If the Tblisi, a really important communications centre, is not retaken the Russian positions are hopeless and with the Germans advancing the end is in sight. The player’s 5th Division will play a large role in repulsing the Russian attacks.
The Russian Army in the southern Russia is lost. Positions could be held anymore and the Russians that have not yet surrendered have pulled back on some positions to make a last stand. The Germans are shelling those positions at Stalingrad and Grozny and Baku. Turkish forces are attacking Jerevan in the mountains and the player’s 5th Division together with the 369th Croat Division, the port of Suchumi, will be forced to surrender.
Siege of Suchumi (1942):
The player’s 5th Division along with the Croat 369th Division, other Croat independent units, Turkish 17th Division and the Turkish 8th Mountain Brigade, will attack the Russian positions at Suchumi. The remaining remnants of the Russian 12th Army has escaped to Suchumi and now man the old fortification belts around the port. The player’s 5th Division will play a large role in forcing the Russian to surrender and capturing the port of Suchumi. 
The Russians have lost their territories south of Stalingrad and Rostov. The Germans advance on Stalingrad itself, on the Caucasus towards Grozny and Baku, and on Maikop and the Black Sea ports combined with the Turkish offensive from Batumi and Jerevan to Suchumi and Tblisi, were decisive. The Russians had to fight on two fronts in the south and lost. German troops are diverted to the north as the south is cleared from resistance. 
For Turkey the Russian campaign has ended and finally the invasion of Egypt is becoming a reality again. The frontline lies now at the border between Egypt and Palestine. In the past months raids from both sides happened without much damage on both sides. Before crossing the Sinai desert on the way to the Suez Canal, first El Arish must be captured to provide supplies. The British have old border fortifications dating from World War I and are bringing reinforcements in. 
El Arish (1942)
To have a good supply base, El Arish must be captured. A Turkish Infantry Division along with two Cavalry Regiments and a Tank Battalion along with the player’s 5th Division will fight the British and capture El Arish. The player’s 5th Division will again be decisive. 
El Arish has been captured after harsh battles. Supplies and communications are being installed for the advance through the Sinai desert towards the Suez Canal. 
Player Choice Egypt (1942)

The Turkish General Staff is not sure where to attack the Suez Canal. In 1914 Turkey attacked it in the middle which was a disaster. As the player is the over-all commander in the area he must take the decision to attack in the north at Port Said or in the south at Suez. A Victory will take him to Suez and a Tactical Victory to Port Said.
Assault on Port Said (1942)
The player has chosen for Port Said if he plays this scenario. The attack will consist of a crossing of the Canal somewhere in the area of Port Said. Port Said itself will be taken too as well as the roads leading to the heart of Egypt: Cairo.
Assault on Suez (1942)

The player has chosen for Suez if he plays this scenario. The attack will consist of a crossing of the Canal somewhere in the area of Suez. Port Said itself will be taken too as well as the roads leading to the heart of Egypt: Cairo.
The Suez Canal has been crossed. Allied communications are cut off. Both Port Said in the north and Suez in the south have been captured by Turkish forces. Turkish forces have been given order to march on Cairo to meet with German forces coming from the west and thereby cutting Egypt in two.
The British 8th Army at El Alamein has suffered a stunning loss. With having its forces split on two fronts, none had sufficient force to stop the Axis formations. While mobile British forces are retreating towards Cairo, non-mobile forces are making their way to Alexandria which is closer then Cairo. Rommel has ordered his non-mobile forces, mainly consisting of Italians, to start the siege of Alexandria, while he with his mobile forces, mainly consisting of the 15th Pz Division, races towards Cairo to link up with Turkish forces. 
Cairo (1942):

British forces in Egypt are in disarray. They mainly have fled to Alexandria and Cairo. Besides these forces the local population in Cairo hate the Turks and have been forming Militia units to stop the player’s 5th Division to enter the city. The player’s 5th Division will storm into Cairo to link up with the Deutsches Afrika Korps (DAK) under Rommel. 
Cairo has been captured. The siege of Alexandria is still on going. German forces are patrolling in the Nile Delta and south along the Nile River. Egypt is lost to the Allies and now the Axis has control of Egypt and its important Suez Canal. German U-Boats can now enter the India Ocean. 
With the Russian threat and the Allied threat in Egypt and Palestine gone, only two war sites remain to Turkey: Mesopotamia (Iraq) and the Balkans. Preparations for an advance into Iraq to drive Allied troops back into the sea are being made. Recent troubles on the Balkans have made clear that first actions on the Balkans are required to have full strength for the Iraqi campaign.
The Balkans always has been a war site. Before World War I there were two wars with Turkey involved. World War I started on the Balkans and raged more than four years there. After World War I there were numerous “accidents”. In World War II the Balkans once again has become a site of war. In 1941 Axis forces defeated Greece and Yugoslavia. But resistance from locals and formal privates of the Yugoslavian and Greek army continue the fight against the Axis occupying powers as well as the new founded Croat state. Those rebels are called Partisans. There is a large, very large, Communist Partisan movement and a smaller Serb-only Partisan movement called the “Cetniks”. These Cetniks fight on both sides. The Communist Partisans are the ones that cause most problems. 
War on the Balkans – Again (1943):
Communist Partisan units control large areas in former Yugoslavia. The Croat Home army and German forces have been fighting more than a year without much success. Now the player’s 5th Division has been called to this theatre to join a huge Axis offensive which will clear Yugoslavia of resistance. The Germans have sent their elite 7th SS “Prinz Eugen” Division. The Croats will send their elite Ustase units. A range of offensives from January to June will make an end to all resistance in Yugoslavia. The first will start in January in southern Bosnia-Herzegovina and the player’s 5th Division will play an important role in this first offensive.
The first big anti-partisan action has been successful and the partisans in the region have suffered a major if not definitive setback. During 1943 other counter strikes will be made in other regions to make an end to the partisan movements.
In Iraq, the Allies still have a foothold. Since January 1943 Turkish forces have begun pushing into Iraq and the Allies had fewer troops and dug in at Mosul, Tikrit and Bagdad. Before any force could attack these positions a preparation was necessary but when this was accomplished the Allies transferred the bulk of their army south. This fledding has brought the Allies near Kut, in between of Bagdad and Basra in southern Iraq. 
Kut (1943):

The Allied army, now heavily reinforced by US troops, Free Polish and Free French troops has made positions and strongholds near Kut on both sides of the Tigris River. There is no way back as the sea at Basra and the swamps south will cause a certain loss. A battle will be fought between Axis and Allied forces for the control of Iraq. The Turkish army consists of a number of divisions, including the player’s 5th Division, will march against the Allied positions. Germany has sent reinforcements including fighters and bombers as well as formidable ground troops like the 2nd SS Division “Das Reich”. 
After the victory at Kut, Iraq is in hands of Turkey. Turkey has conquered the Caucasus, Middle East from Egypt to Palestine to Syria to Iraq. Cyprus has also been taken. The war for Turkey is over. There is no thread anymore from any side. Turkey is one of the most important Axis members. Turkey is no longer a shadow of its rich Ottoman history, but has followed the Ottoman tradition up!

This is all fictional, and none of above has actually happened. This story has been made up, it could have happened but didn’t. I made this story up for my Turkish Campaign 1939-1943 for my favourite game called Panzer General 2 in 2002-2003.
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