Tikhvin Blockade – The Background
(Scenario design by IronlunG)
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1941, 16th Oct – 18th Nov 1941
Despite an extremely heavy situation, the defence counsels of Leningrad not only deflected all attacks of the enemy, but also compelled the Axis forces to proceed to a defense. Then, the Germans decided to undertake a deep detour of the city from the southeast so that they could meet  with the Finnish armies to the east of Lake Ladoga cutting off supplies and depriving Leningrad of any communication with rear of the country and, in so doing, compel the beleagured city to capitulate. 
For the performance of this plan the Germans threw three corps into the fight. 39th Mechanized Corps (8th and 12th Pz Divisions, 18th and 20th Motorized Divisions, which totalled more than 65000 men and about 450 tanks) were directed to contact with the Finns some 65 miles East of Tikhvin.  This Corps action was covered and supported by aircraft. Simultaneously, with the offensive of 39th Corps, three divisions of 1st ArmeeKorps began their offensive on both sides of the river Volkhov. (see Map1. below)

In the begining of November, German tanks reached the suburbs of Tikhvin. The loss of this town would be devestating; the last railway to the southeast coast of the Ladoga lake, which supplied Leningrad and ran through Tikhvin, was crucial to the continued survival of the city.  The capture of the railway at Tikhvin by German forces could mean the death knell for Leningrad’s defenders. 
4th Soviet army was not able to stop the German offensive.  By November 8, the Germans had occupied Tikhvin city and quickly advanced on the east.  Fighting at Tikhvin was extremely heavy. Having taken the full  impact of German forces the Soviets withdrew east. The management of their army was broken, and they retreated from Tikhvin in disarray 
Soviet morale was very low. By now, 44th RD was reduced to only 700 men. 191st RD was also heavily weakened, totalling about 1000 soldiers. Under growing pressure from Axis armour and without a command structure, the road East was virtually clear.  Unbeknown to the Germans, the Soviets were preparing a counterattack and in their way, arriving from Bolshoy Bor in the East were  the 65th and 93rd RDs, 4th Guards RD, 27th Cavalry Division and the 60th Tank division.
The plan of the Soviet counter-attack was, by the joint efforts of reserves of the 44th and 191st RDs accompanied by the fearsome 46th Tank Brigade  who were very experienced fighters used to wooded and marshy areas, to attack advanced parts of 12th Panzer Division. The main role in the execution of this was allocated to 46th  Tank Brigade.  The planned counterstroke was held early in the morning on November 11. Arriving from 7th Army, 46th  Tank Brigade and 1061st   Rifle Regiment in combination with 44th and 191st  RDs attacked the Germans some 8 miles North of Tikhvin 

General Ivanov united  the 44th RD, 48th RR, 305th RR and 60th  Tank Division into one group, and this  group went from a defensive  to an offensive mode.
The fighting was extremely fierce.  The Germans clung to each house, and every shed in their efforts to retain Tikhvin but it was to be to no avail.  Ultimately the Germans were overwhelmed as their supplies ran dry and persistent rain bogged down the mobility of their Panzers.  Nor were they prepared for the ferociousness of the Russian counterstroke which served to push the Germans right back over the Volkhov River by December 27th  1941.

Leningrad had been saved and the Germans routed behind their original defensive lines,  The battle for Tikhvin came to have great significance in the release of the ‘Hunger Blockade’ on Leningrad and readied the ground for a major Soviet offensive against Heersgruppe Nord in the Spring of ‘42

