3/7/02

Tobruk41

April 11, 1941

Version 2


Converted to FFWC Armory 2000 and Adler 2.7 efiles.

Installation:


Unzip into a separate folder. Move the following files into the “USERSCENARIO” folder

FFWC Armory 2000:
Race41 Text Doc, Tobruk41 Text Doc, Tobruk41 SCN

Adler 2.7: Race41Adler Text Doc., Tobruk41Adler Text Doc, Tobruk41Adler SCN

Scenario notes:

This is a modification of the original SSI Tobruk scenario. The attempt here is to make the scenario more balanced hence more playable by both sides. The original started on April 8. 

This modified scenario starts on April 11, actual start of the assault on Tobruk. Some fighting did take place on the 8th. While the British were still moving east from Mechili. On the 9 and 10 there was sand storm. During which the Australians were fighting a withdrawing rearguard action against Ponath’s 8th MG Bn, during these 2 days.

This storm also gave the British a chance to strengthened the defenses around Tobruk. The defenses included anti-tank trenches, anti-tank gun emplacements and escarpments behind where artillery gun emplacements where hid. Most of these defenses where built by the Italians the previous year. 

The British were also able to transport in some armor (the Matida’s of 7RTR and Crusier A13’s of 1RTR I replaced the Vickers from the original) infantry and some artillery before the siege. There was a fort just outside of Tobruk that was used in its defense (hence the fort on one of the Tobruk city hexes). Most of the British AT’s were of the 2 pdr type. I used these to also represent the anti-tank emplacements. The British placed these 2 pdr’s in the back of lorries, 4 guns per emplacement. There were also some fields. Besides the lack of supplies this is why Rommel had such a hard time cracking it  so early in the campaign. The British, except for the Matildas were also short of tanks. The 2nd Armoured Div. was decimated after Mechili (I represented the Div. here but at reduced strength). They were also facing shortages of gas. Also by order from Churchill most of the good British forces were sent to Greece.

The Germans had been on the move since the middle of March. They were facing fuel and spare parts shortages. At this point the Germans were pretty well used up. At one point Rommel had to round up some of the straggling Italian units to continue his attack. There was also a time were the 5th Panzer Rgt could barely field 75 operational tanks. The 8th MG Bn by 14 April had 5 officers and 92 men left. Who surrendered to the Australians after the death of Ponath the Bn commander during the night action. Rommel would have continued his attack if OKW had not stepped in to stop him. OKW were preparing for Operation Barbarossa.

For the Germans I represented both Panzer Bn of the 5 Panzer Rgt. One with Pz IIIE’s the other with Pz IIF’s. Also included both 2nd and 8th Inf Bn/200th Rgt, Panzerjager Bn and 3rd Recon Bn. Also included the rest of the Italian Ariete Armor Div and strengthened the Trento Inf Div. I also included the 15th Panzer Div, it was listed in the SSI original to reinforce on turn 4 but no deployment hexes were indicated. 

For the British I removed the 4 Indian Inf Div (I could not find anything saying they took part that early). I also shoe a weakened King’s Dragoon Guards, which had been fighting against the German recon units since the beginning of the German offensive.

Thank You

Dennis a.k.a. Spam
OOB
German

5th Light Division


1st Bn/5th Panzer Rgt.


2nd Bn/5th Panzer Rgt.


39th Panzerjager Bn (mot)


1/75 Artillery Rgt


2nd Bn/200th Rifle Rgt (mot)


8th MG Bn (mot)


3rd Recce Bn


1/33 Flak Rgt (these were used in the AT role)


606th Flak Bn (these were of the SP type but I used an 88)
15th Panzer Division


15 Recce Bn


8th Panzer Rgt


104th Inf Rgt (mot) (both Bn)


33/15 Pionere Rgt (mot) (not too sure of this one)


33/15 Artillery Rgt.

Italians

Trento Infantry Division


I batt/46 Artillery Rgt. (actual I & II batt.)

III batt/46 Artillery Rgt (actual III & IV batt.)

61 Inf Rgt


62 Inf Rgt


51 Eng Bn

Ariete Armored Division


132/132 Artillery Rgt


3/Nezza Cavalleria/132


132/132 Tank Rgt


8Bersaglieri/132 Inf Rgt


32/132 Eng Bn

Brescia Inf Division


1/27 Artillery Rgt


19/27 Inf Rgt


20/27 Inf Rgt


27/27 Eng Bn

British
1st Bn King’s Royal Rifes (includes 1st Free French Marine Inf)

1st Royal Horse Artillery

1st Royal Tank Rgt.

7th Royal Tank Rgt.

2nd Armored Division


1st King’s Dragoon Guards


9th Bn, The Rifle Bde (includes 1st Co. Free French Motor Bn)

3rd Armored Bde



3rd King’s Own Hussars



5th Royal Tank Regiment



6th Royal Tank Regiment



16th Australian AntiTank Company



104th Royal Horse Artillery

9th Australian Infantry Division


51st Field Rgt (artillery)


2/Royal Australian Eng (3 Co.)


1st Bn Royal Northnumberland Fusiliers


2/1st Australian Pioneer Bn.


20 Australian Inf Bde



20 AT Co.


24 Australian Inf Bde



24 AT Co.


26 Australain Inf Bde



26 AT Co.

3rd Indian Motor Bde


18th King Edward VII’s Own Cavalry (includes 2nd Royal Lancers, 11th Frontier Force)

